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at Rangamati in Goalpara; but Rangpur proper was not completely
subjugated until 1661, though it had been nominally annexed to the
Mughal empire in 1584. In the extreme north the Cooch Behar Rajas
were able to offer such a resolute resistance that in 1711 they obtained
a favourable compromise, in accordance with which they paid tribute
as zannndars for the parganas of Boda, Patgram, and Purbabhag, but
retained their independence in Cooch Behar proper.

When the East India Company acquired the financial administration
of Bengal in 1765, the province of Rangpur, as it was then called, was
a frontier tract bordering on Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, and Cooch Behar,
and included the District of Rangamati, east of the Brahmaputra, as
well as a great part of the present District of Jalpaigurl. Its enormous
area, and the weakness of the administrative staff, prevented the Col-
lector from preserving order in the remote corners of his District,
which thus became the secure refuges of banditti. The early records
of Rangpur and the neighbouring parts of Bengal are full of complaints
on this head, and of encounters between detachments of sepoys and
armed bands of dacoits. In 1772 the banditti, reinforced by disbanded
troops from the native armies, and by the peasants ruined in the famine
of 1770, were plundering and burning villages in bodies of fifty thou-
sand. A small British force sent against them received a check; and
in 1773 Captain Thomas, the leader of another paity, was cut off,
and four battalions had to be employed. In the year 1789 the Collector
conducted a regular campaign against these disturbers of the peace,
who had fled to the great forest of Baikuntpur, now in Jalpaiguri.
There he blockaded them with a force of 200 barkandaz and compelled
them to surrender, and no less than 549 robbers were brought to trial.
At first the British continued the Muhammadan practice of farming out
the land revenue to contractors ; but in 1783 the exactions of a notori-
ous farmer, Raja Devi Singh of Dinajpur, drove the Rangpur cultivators
into open rebellion, and the Government was induced to invite the
zamindars to enter into direct engagements for the revenue.

In recent times Rangpur has had no history beyond the recital of
administrative changes. The tract east of the Brahmaputra was formed
into the District of Goalpara in 1822, and in 1826 was transferred to
the province of Assam. Three northern parganas now constitute part
of the District of Jalpaigun, and a considerable area in the south has
been transferred to Bogra. One large estate, known as the Patiladaha
estate, is situated partly in Rangpur and partly in Mymensingh District;
it pays revenue into the Rangpur treasury, but the greater portion is
under the criminal supeivision of the Magistrate of Mymensingh.

On the east bank of the Karatoya at KAMATAPUR, about 30 miles
south of Rangpur, are the ruins of an old fort, which according to
tradition was built by Nllambar, the last and greatest of the Khen